
Mr. Luke Foster, Mr. Cody Vance 
and Mr. Trey Buxton. Guests 
enjoyed a wonderful dinner before 
the closing of the silent auction and 
the start of the live auction, which 
saw excitement to the last item. 
Bobby Flores and the Yellow Rose 
Band finished out the night with 
special guest Johnny Rodriguez.

 It was another great event that 
allowed Rangers, family and friends 
to come together to celebrate the 
success of our organizations due to 
the hard work of our members. We 
will be heading back to San Marcos 
for the 2018 Gala, but you can 
expect it will be another fantastic 
event. We hope to see you there! 
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We headed down to ol' San 
Antone for the 2017 Silver Stars & 
Six Guns Gala that was held at the 
Hyatt Regancy on the River Walk. 
This year's event saw a new location 
but still offered the chance to meet 
old friends and new members, with 
two nights of food, music and fun 
for everyone. Friday night kicked off 
our VIP dinner for our volunteers, 
who work tirelessly throughout the 
year to ensure our events go off 
without a hitch. Attendees were 
also able to browse the hundreds of 
items to be offered in the silent and 
live auctions the following evening.

Anticipation built as people 
began ariving for the Saturday night 

Gala and auction. Speakers for the 
evening included Mr. Bill Dante as 
emcee, Chairman of the Board, Mr. 
Chad Stary, Foundation President, 
Ranger Joe Davis, Board Director 
Ranger Ray Martinez and many 
others.  The 15th Annual Association 
President's award was given to Mr. 
Al Frisch, who has gone above and 
beyond to promote and support the 
missions of the Foundation and the 
Association. He orchestrated the 
"Shoot The Movie Guns" event, as 
well as rounded up auction items, 
event sponsors and advertising that 
made it a success. 

Last year, the Foundation was 
able to award three scholarships to 

2017 Silver Stars & Six Guns Gala



I hope this message finds you well as we 
have begun the 121st year of the Former 
Texas Rangers Association. Our mission 
has always been to perpetuate the history 
and legacy of the Texas Rangers and 
through the efforts of descendants like you, 
we are able to continue that mission today. 
The Rangers who formed this organization 
would be proud of the commitment and 
dedication each and every one of you have 
shown to keeping the FTRA alive and well.

The Texas Ranger Memorial Cross 
Program began in 1999 at the Center Point 
Cemetery in Kerr County, where 32 Texas 
Rangers were honored, with crosses placed 
at the burial sites. Since then, three 
additional Rangers who have been buried 
in the cemetery will receive this honor. 
There will be a ceremony at the Center 
Point Cemetery, to take place on April 14, 
2018 at 10:00am to un-vail the crosses for 
Capt. Grady Sessums, Capt. John Wood 
and Ranger Jim Peters. Please check for 
Cross Ceremonies scheduled in your area 
on the events page of our website and 
consider attending if you are able to.
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Gary S. Henderson, President
Texas Ranger, Retired

The annual Association meeting will 
be held in Fredericksburg at the Texas 
Rangers Heritage Center on May 5, 2018  
from 10:30 am - 2:00 pm. We will conduct 
the business meeting first, followed by a 
catered lunch from Bill Miller Bar-B-Q as 
well as a keynote speaker and memorial 
service for Rangers who have been laid to 
rest during the year. This event is always 
the highlight of the year for the Association 
and is a tradition that spans the history of 
our great organization. Please begin to 
RSVP for the event soon and if you will be 
staying overnight in Fredericksburg, seek 
accomodations now. 

I am very excited to begin this year as 
your president and look forward to what 
we will be able to accomplish together, as 
we grow the Association and preserve the 
legacy of those who came before us. It is 
the admiration and respect of our ancestors 
who wore the title Texas Ranger as well as 
their service to this great state that has 
sustained our organization for more than 
120 yrs. That's something to be proud of.

Best Regards, 

President’s Message
Former Texas Rangers Association
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Joe B. Davis, President
Texas Ranger, Retired

Former Texas Rangers Foundation

Heritage Center and I hope some of you plan 
on attending. Our first event will be during 
spring break on March 17th called “Celebrate 
Texas.” It’s a great event for all ages. The 
other events will be “Boots & Badges” on 
April 21st, “Texas Ranger Day” on August 
4th and “Ranger Christmas” on December 
1st. For details of the events, visit our web-
site.

	 The Executive Committee made a 
recommendation to the Board of Directors to 
move the “Silver Stars & Six Guns” Gala 
back to San Marcos this year. The Board 
approved the recommendation. The “Silver 
Stars & Six Guns” event will be held on 
October 13th at the Embassy Suites and 
Conference Center. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. More 
information on the Gala will be provided as 
it is developed.  

	 On a final note, we are working on 
updating our members on news and other 
events that develop. We hope to do this every 
couple of months so that you will be well 
informed. To do this, we will need your 
current e-mail address. To insure we have it, 
send us your e-mail so that you can receive 
the current updates.

	 I will close by saying that you are 
our ambassadors in the field. You can really 
help by letting others know how they can be 
a part of Texas Ranger History. Encourage 
them to join with us to make the Texas 
Rangers Heritage Center a reality. It will be 
more than a museum, much more.

With best wishes,

	 First and foremost, I want to take 
this opportunity to thank the members of 
the FTRF and FTRA who responded to our 
letter we mailed out in November asking 
for donations. I appreciate each of you for 
your gift and dedication to our mission. It is 
members like you who will make the Texas 
Rangers Heritage Center a reality. 

	 The Board of Directors and 
Advisory Directors met in Fredericksburg 
on January 15th. It was a very productive 
meeting and several new directors and 
advisory directors were elected to serve in 
that capacity. They all bring new ideas and 
are anxious to do their part.  They were all 
put on Regional Committees according to 
where they live. Each committee is charged 
with getting new members, putting on a 
fundraising event and contacting 
individuals who might make gifts toward 
the 1823 Capital Building Campaign for 
the completion of Phase II.

	 I would like to challenge each of 
you to get two new members by May 31st. 
If you do so by then, we will reciprocate 
with a gift such as a concealed handgun 
carry vest or shirt.  Another way would be 
to raise your membership rank. 
Memberships go a long way helping to 
raise funds for our operations and are 
designated as such. 

	 Our office is busy now planning 
this year’s events at the Texas Rangers 
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Happy Trails

Sgt. Danny Rhea
1947 - 2018

Co. E / B, 1988 - 2003

Mr. John Sturkie
1944 - 2018

Longtime friend of the 
Former Texas Rangers Association

Royal A. McMullin
1970 - 2018

Co. E, 2013 - 2018

The Former Texas Rangers Foundation is issuing a call-to-
action to all members, for help and participation in growing 
memberships and raising funds through membership activities. 
Funds raised from these activities support our general operating 
budget as well as our Texas Rangers Heritage Center.

Complete our challenge by July 31, 2018 for the following:

	 Sign Up:					     Receive:
	 (1) New member				    Choice of Foundation shirt or vest
	 (2) New members			   Foundation jacket
	 (3) New members			   Promotion in rank in Foundation
	 (5) New members			   Tickets for (2) to Gala
	 (10) New members			   Table for (10) at Gala

* Special prize for top recruiter!

* The Gala will be on October 13, 2018 at the Embassy Suites and Conference 
Center, San Marcos, TX

* Hotel room accomodation is not included in the contest offering
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The Former Texas Rangers office has implemented a database system that will streamline data entry 
for all our membership information. We are offering members the ability to join the Former Texas 
Rangers email list that will keep them notified of events, Cross Ceremonies and even receive the 
StraightTalk newsletter by email. We are asking all members to either mail in the form below or visit 
www.trhc.org, click on the Member Contact Information Update under the About Us tab at the top 
and complete the online form to ensure that the information we have on file is accurate and up to date.

Organization:___________________________    Name:_____________________________________________

Address:___________________________________   City:_____________________ State:_____Zip:_________

Primary Phone:___________________________        Spouse:__________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Honored Ranger (If applicable):_________________________________________________________________

Former Texas Rangers
PO Box 3195

Fredericksburg, TX 78624

NOTE TO ALL MEMBERS:

The Board of Directors wants to reiterate the proper use and wear of the FTRF and 
FTRA membership badges.  Badges may only be worn at official FTRA and FTRF 
sanctioned events:  cross ceremonies, membership meetings, fundraisers, etc.  

Lapel pins may be worn every day as a way to support and spread the word about the 
FTRA and FTRF.  Should you have any questions in regards to the commemorative 
badges, feel free to contact the office at 830-990-1192.



7

Joe Davis recently reported at the Jan.15th Board of Directors meeting that the FTRF's new Brand Licensing 
Program was already providing an important source of revenue to support the mission of the FTRF.

The program licenses companies who wish to use the FTRF brand logo trademark to market and sell endorsed 
products, which in turn generate a royalty payable to the FTRF. Cimarron Firearms Co. kicked off the licensing 
effort with the production and sale of a Texas Ranger Model P Single Action Revolver and a model 1876 Texas 
Ranger "Presidio" Short Rifle.

Most recently, Schaefer Outfitters of Ft. Worth began producing and marketing an exclusive Texas Ranger 
Brush Jacket. Over 325,000 Schafer Catalogs were shipped with Retired Texas Ranger Capt. Clete Buckaloo 
modeling the jacket appearing on the catalog's back cover. Ads have appeared in Texas Monthly magazine and 
other publications. All advertising notes that a portion of the sales are donated to support the construction of 
the Texas Rangers Heritage Center in Fredericksburg.

Leonard Bucsanyi, Foundation project officer, coordinates the program. "Licensed products are selected that 
enhance the brand image of the FTRF with the overall objective to establish and develop brand awareness. 
Assistance provided to licenses include FTRF trademark promotion, labeling, packaging and advertising to 
ensure quality control," according to Bucsanyi.

Joe Davis said "The brand licencing program not only generates additional funding to the FTRF, but informs the 
general public as to who we are which is invaluble. Royalties derived from the program go to support programs 
and services of the FTRF. As the program matures, we are expecting new companies to partner up with us and 
support the FTRF brand."

FTRF LAUNCHES BRAND LICENSING PROGRAM
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On Saturday, December 2, 2017, the Former Texas Rangers 
Foundation presented “A Ranger Christmas,” where guests were 
able to meet Ranger Santa, enjoy caroling and hot chocolate, 

as well as meeting our HQ Co. of Ranger re-enactors. 

All proceeds benefited the Former Texas Rangers Foundation 
and the Texas Rangers Heritage Center. We hope to see you out 

for this year's Christmas event in December!
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This story concerns two famous 
Texas Rangers and a gamblers gun.  
The Texas Rangers were Captains 
Frank A. Hamer and Charles F. Stevens.  
The gun was a small frame nickel plated 
Smith & Wesson .32 caliber revolver.  
The time frame for the story was the 
1920s.  This type revolver was often 
referred to as a Saturday night special 
because it was an easily concealed city 
gun and also due to its inexpensive cost.  
It was formerly known as a Smith & 
Wesson, hand ejector model 1903, 
second change in .32 S&W long caliber, 
serial # 57259.  It is a nickel-plated 6 
shot revolver with factory mother of 
pearl grips.  It was refurbished sometime 
around 1917.  The bottom of the grip 
frame has the name "C Stevens" 
engraved on it.

This revolver was obtained from the 
executor of the Stevens estate.  The 
family had stated that it was given to 
Captain Stevens by this lifelong friend 
Captain Frank Hamer.  Frank Hamer 
was said to have taken from a gambler 
during an early effort to clean up the 
Mexia, Texas oil fields.  Captain Charles 
Stevens commanded Company G from 
1918 to 1920 in Brownsville.  He along 
with his entire company of Rangers was 
later reassigned to Marathon.  This 
move was said to have been a result of 
Captain Stevens' harsh treatment of 
Mexican Americans along the lower 
border.  He reenlisted as was the 
requirement for all Rangers resulting 
from the newly passed law of 20 June 
1919.  This law which was highly political 
in nature caught Frank Hamer by 
surprise and as a result of his inaction, 
he found himself without a Ranger job.  
Captain Stevens hearing of this hired 
Frank as a Private in his Company G in 
Marathon.  Frank never forgot his 
appreciation to Captain Stevens and 
rose to the rank of Sergeant in Company 
G.  It should be remembered that this 
was a time just shortly after the close of 

World War I when the Ranger Service 
was still trying to adjust from the 
excessive buildup in the number of 
Rangers; many which were unqualified.  
Frank Hamer, however, was not finished 
with the Rangers.  He drifted in and out 
of the Ranger service.  From April 1920 
to September 1921, he was in the U.S. 
Prohibition service.  By 1922, he was 
again in Austin as a Captain commanding 
HQ Company: a position he held until 
November 1932.

Captain Stevens resigned from the 
Rangers as a result of his disgust with 
the political atmosphere in Austin.  He 
accepted employment as a Deputy US 
Marshall and later as a Federal 
Prohibition Officer.  He rose to the 
position of supervisor for all federal 
prohibition activities in the San Antonio 
and Houston areas.  He was 
assassinated while returning from a 
prohibition raid on September 25, 1929, 
by bootleggers and died in Bexar 
County.  During this time Captain Frank 
Hamer was conducting a later clean up 
in the Borger oil fields.  Upon hearing of 
Captain Stevens's death, he halted 
operations and immediately headed to 
San Antonio where he served as an 
honorary pallbearer at Stevens' funeral.

My research on the provenance of 
this revolver was greatly aided by the 
information provided by my friend and 
historian for the Hamer family, Harrison 
Hamer of San Saba, Texas.  Also, of 
assistance was John Boessenecker.  
Mr. Boessenecker is an authority on 
Frank Hamer and authored the recently 
released book "Texas Ranger, The Epic 
Life of Frank Hamer, The Man Who 
Killed Bonnie and Clyde", copyright 
2016.  It is an informative and well-
written book.

I am satisfied that the above-
referenced revolver was presented to 
Captain Stevens by Captain Frank 

Hamer during their mutual visit to 
Houston, Texas.  There is a period 
photo circa 1920's showing them 
walking together on a busy Houston 
street.  If an inanimate object could talk 
I'm sure this Smith & Wesson revolver 
would have quite a story to tell. 

Captain Stevens has had a 
controversial law enforcement career.  
As previously stated, many thought he 
was too harsh with his treatment of 
Mexican Americans, however, one must 
consider the atmosphere on the border 
at this time.  Opinions are split as to 
whether he was a credit to the Rangers 
or not.  I would place myself in his corner 
and believe him to be a positive example 
of the Texas Ranger legacy.  

As for Captain Frank Hamer, he went 
on to be one of the most respected 
Texas Rangers and a legend not only in 
Texas but across the nation. The 
highlight of his career was the ambush 
killing of the famous bandit duo Bonnie 
Parker and Clyde Barrow on a deserted 
county road near Gibsland, Bienville 
Parrish, Louisiana on 23 May 1934.  
Captain Hamer was not a Ranger at the 
time but was acting under the authority 
of a Texas Highway Patrolman's 
commission granted in part to the 
sponsorship of Lee Simmons, Director 
of the Texas Prison System.  What is 
not widely known is the indispensable 
groundwork and initial planning that 
went into this ambush as a result of the 
efforts of Bienville Parrish Sheriff 
Henderson Jordan.  Ivy Methvin in 
coordination with Sheriff Jordan was 
acting as bait in the ambush in order to 
obtain a pardon for his son Henry.   
Henry Methvin was a Clyde Barrow 
accomplice and also a wanted criminal 
in the state of Texas.

	 But that's another story...

Texas Iron 
Guns of the Texas Rangers

		  				   By Bob Moser, Capt. USA (retired)
		  					    FTRA Weapons Historian
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	 While efforts continue to progress for completing Phase II construction of the Texas Rangers 
Heritage Center, last year showed a remarkable increase in the visibility of the existing facility. 
In 2017, visitor attendance was up by 23% from 2016, with a 47% increase in gross income as 
well. The Texas Rangers Heritage Center is becoming a premier location for weddings, festivals, 
banquets, etc. with the amount of events more than doubling from 2016.

	 The Fredericksburg Cowboy Church found a new home with us last here year. They have 
hosted more than 40 church services at the pavilion in 2017, with 2,400 patrons attending their 
activities. In addition, they have provided tremendous assistance by providing work days to trim 
trees, mow grass and service the grounds. Truly a blessing for all!

	 Our volunteer program is gaining momentum as well. Volunteer service hours more than 
tripled from 2016. Rick Kitts received our "Volunteer of the Year" award by providing nearly 300 
hours of service. In addition, Rick is a member of the Texas Rangers Headquarters Company, the 
official living history interpreters sponsored by the FTRF. Thanks to all of our volunteers who 
have helped make the Heritage Center a premier event destination in the Hill Country.

	 The future looks bright indeed for the Texas Rangers Heritage Center! Just as your 
participation as a supporter of the FTRF will help us complete Phase II of the construction, so 
would your involement in our Pavilion events be of equal value. We can always use greeters and 
people to work in the merchandise store. Those who might have an inclination to join us at the 
Rangers Center as a volunteer, please contact the main office or come by the Heritage Center for 
a visit.

Duke Davis
Site Manager
Texas Rangers Heritage Center

Texas Rangers Heritage Center Bulletin



	 When the family and friends of George W. Moore stood at his grave side that day in 1886, they doubtless pondered 
the fundamental question that always comes to mind when a young person dies: Why did it have to happen?
	
	 Moore was only 28 when death came. But he had packed a lot of living in that short life, serving as a private in 
Company D of the Frontier Battalion under one of the most illustrious of the Texas Ranger captains, Dan W. Roberts. Not 
much is known about Moore–when he enlisted on March 1, 1877 records show he was 5 feet, 8 inches tall and had black 
hair--but under  Roberts, his Ranger service would not have been boring.  Death brought him one lasting distinction: He 
became the first of 37 one-time Texas Rangers to be buried in Kerr County's Center Point Cemetery.

	 Actually, there are probably 40 Ranger graves in the small cemetery, but Bobbie J. Powell–whose great-grandfather 
Robert J. Lange is one of the former Texas lawmen buried there--could only document thirty-two of the burials as the graves 
of former Rangers when she started doing research back in the 1980s. “I think there are at least three more who were 
Rangers, I just haven’t been able to prove it,” she said. (Also, one Ranger is known to be buried in the cemetery, but he does 
not have a marker and he exact location is unknown.)
	
	 Even if the grave count remains at 37, that number is unequaled anywhere else in Texas. No other cemetery in the 
state, not even the sprawling State Cemetery in Austin, is the final resting place of more former Rangers. “There’s no reason 
for it that we know of other than the men buried there were all from this area,” she said. “When I started my research, I 
knew the families of most of the Rangers.” Kinfolks of Ranger Moore certainly did their part to give the cemetery its unusual 
distinction. He would be the first of nine Moores with Ranger service buried in the cemetery.
	
	 The first settlers around what is now Center Point were Elizabeth Denton, her children and slaves. They took 
up homesteading in 1852, joined six years later by the family of Dr. Charles Ganahl. A native of Austria, he named the 
community Zanzenburg after his hometown. By 1872, enough people lived in and around Zanzenburg to justify calling it a 
town, though someone decided its bottom-of-the-alphabet name was not particularly fitting. What they came up with was a 
lot easier to pronounce, if much less exotic: Center Point.

	 Soon, in consideration of $10, one acre was deeded to the Methodist Church for use as a cemetery and church 
site. In 1875, 80-year-old Lydia Burney was the first person buried there. Six years later, two more acres were added to the 
cemetery. The church was eventually moved off the property and additional land acquisitions in 1901 and 2001 brought the 
cemetery to its present 7-acre size. By the summer of 1987, when the Kerr County Historical Commission and the Center 
Point Sesquicentennial Committee dedicated a historical marker at the site, 1,452 graves had been located in the cemetery. 
Numerous pioneers and community leaders are buried there, including the 36 Rangers.
	
	 The second former Ranger buried in the cemetery also was a Moore, M. F. Moore. Born in Weakley, Tennessee, he 
enlisted in the Rangers for the first time on June 25, 1875 and served until May 31, 1877. Since he and George Moore were 
only four years different in age, they probably were brothers. Why both of them died the same year is not known. The number 
of Ranger graves increased to three with the burial of James Hampton Lane in 1887. The fourth burial came in 1893, followed 
five years later, in 1898, with the final burial of the 19th century.
	
	 During the first decade of the 20th century, 6 new graves were added, bringing the number of ex-rangers to 11. In 
the teens, another 5 burials occurred. With 2 deaths in 1920, the tombstone count for ex-Rangers in the cemetery had grown 
to 18. From 1921 to 1929, another 8 Rangers were interred there–the largest number of burials in any decade. The count 
had risen to 26. Only 3 burials occurred in the 1930s, followed by 3 more in the 1940s. Since 2003, 4 former Rangers of the 
modern era have been laid to rest in the Hill Country cemetery.
	
	 When Kerr County historians began planning for the historical marker dedication, then Senior Ranger Captain H.R. 
(Lefty) Block was asked to speak at the ceremonies. August 22, 1987 was a typical summer day, but those who attended the 
event saw something not many had seen before–almost an entire company of modern Texas Rangers on horseback. Nearly 
a hundred Rangers or retired Rangers attended the dedication. At the beginning of the ceremony, the present-day Rangers 
rode through the cemetery in an equestrian salute to their predecessors. 

	 “The 32 one-time Texas Rangers who lie here don’t have much in common,” Block said in his speech. “They didn’t 
look alike, they went on to do different things after they left the Rangers, and they had different joys and different sorrows in 
life. But they were Texas Rangers and that did give them something in common, then and now.”

	 An award-winning author of more than 30 non-fiction books, Mike Cox is an elected member of the Texas Institute 
of Letters. A long-time freelance writer and public speaker, he lives near Wimberley in the Hill Country. To read about more 
his work, visit his website at mikecoxauthor.com. He can be contacted at texasmikecox@gmail.com. 
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Texas Rangers tales
By Mike Cox ,FTRA Associate Historian



March 17, 2018
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

April 14, 2018
10:00 am

April 21, 2018
6:00 pm - 11:00 pm

May 5, 2018
10:30 am - 2:00 pm

May 17, 2018
6:00 pm

August 4, 2018
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

October 13, 2018
6:00 pm - 12:00 am

November 3, 2018
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Celebrate Texas!
Texas Rangers Heritage Center - Fredericksburg, Texas

Texas Ranger Memorial Dedication
Center Point Cemetery - Center Point, Texas

Boots & Badges Annual Fundraiser w/ Mike Blakeley Band
Texas Rangers Heritage Center - Fredericksburg, Texas

* Tickets now available *

FTRA Annual Meeting
Texas Rangers Heritage Center - Fredericksburg, Texas

Annual Law Enforcement Appreciation Dinner & Memorial Service
Texas Rangers Heritage Center - Fredericksburg, Texas

Texas Ranger Day
Texas Rangers Heritage Center - Fredericksburg, Texas

2018 Silver Stars & Six Guns Annual Gala
Embassy Suites Conference Center - San Marcos, Texas

* Tickets now available *

Maj. John B. Jones Masonic Rangering Company Meeting
Texas Rangers Heritage Center - Fredericksburg, Texas

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

facebook.com/formertexasrangers
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